Roil Gail

{Minutes of September 1, 20186) 206

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING
212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON
Northampton, MA
September 1, 2016

A regutar meeting of the City Council was cailed to order by City Council President William H.
Dwight. At 7:26 pm on a roll cali the following City Councilors were present: ‘

At-Larga Counciler William H. Dwight At-Large Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell
Ward 1 Councilor Maureen T. Carney  Ward 2 Councilor Dennis P, Bidwell
Ward 3 Cauncilor (Vacant) Ward 5 Counciler David A. Murphy
Ward 6 Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge Ward 7 Counciler Alisa F. Klein,

The following City Councilor(s) was {were) absent: Ward 4 Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra
Councilor Klein motioned to suspend City Council Rules to allow the Council to change the

order of business; Counciler O'Donnell seconded the meticn. The motion was approved an a
voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Coungcilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

Public Hearing

Public Hearing:

Councitor Dwight announced the following: The Northampton City Council wilt held a public hearing on Thursday,
Cotober 6, 2016, at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 212 Main Strest, Northampton, MA to discuss the
peicentages of fe local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal progerty within the City of
Morthampton for FY 2017 in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 56 of the kMassachusetts General Laws.

Recognitions and

Recogaitiens and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

One-Minute

Announcements by
Councilars

None

Communications

Communications and Proclamations From the Mayor:

and Prociamations
From the Mayor

Senlor Services
Dlrector Linda

Desmond
Introduced

Mayor Narkewicz noted that at the August 18, 2016 City Ceuncil mesting the City Coundil confirmed the new
Senior Sevices Director, Linda Desmond. Director Desmond was unable to aftend the last City Councli mesting
and the Mayor inviled Director Desmond o tonighi's meeting to meet the Council. N

Counciler Dwight recalied when Director Desmoend served on the City Councif as Ward 5 City Councilor. At the
time: he was sad (o see her go and is glad that she has retumed.

Director Desmond apologized for not being able to attend the last meeting; she feels privileged to be back
working in her figld of gerontology.  Director Desmond asked the Coundiors fo lst her know if any of their
constituents have a parlicular need. She is happy to report that on Oclober 31 the Senior Center will hava its
first van on the road. Presently she is working on a survay fo assess needs of the communily and the feedback is
inleresting. She invites feedback from the Councllors. She also noted that en Cctober 11, 12, and 139 the
Senior Centar will be having an Autumn Festival where the doors witl be open fram 8am until 8pm. Mew activilies
will be infroduced and tours will be offered.

Councilor Chwight Is exciled about the prospect of making people aviare of ihe services of the Senjor Centar.

Councilor LaBarge steled Director Desmond promised to go to senlors who are housebound and wanled an
update about the plan. Director Desmond has met with Highland Vallsy and is vorking on identifying the needs
through the needs assessment survey. That program will need "pariners’ and Director Desmond is working to
identify paople who need thal extra support. She deesn't want to re-invent somathing that is already happening
and wants to make sure that any changes made are meaningful and necessary. This may take time, but Director
Besmond plans on changas based on information she leams over the next two months, They will work to support
exisking programs, as needed. Director Desmond has only been on the job for six veeks, and she feels with tima
she vall be able to make changes that vill benefit the community. She notes thel the stzff and yolunlsers are
wondedul and she looks forward to working with everyene at the Center.

‘Coungiler LaBarge asked about the fivo vans that will be added at the Senior Cenler; Director Oasmond noted

that the first will be defivered on Oct. 31t and the second is being ordered and fitted. The Center will hire van
drivers.

Councilor Klein welcomed Direclor Desmond. She offered Director Desmond {o share events ard other news
vith City Councilors; they all have “List Serves” and can share news vilh a host of residents.

Birecter Desmend commented that she has been waorking a ot all over the world and she notes that there is no
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City like Morthamplon. Morthampton is very unigue. The Center offers wnting workshops and so far 10
participanls have been published.

Councilor Murphy thanked Director Desmond for serving.
Mayor Narkewicz reminded the Councd that the Three Ceunty Fair starts cn Friday, September 2+%; there willbe a

special focus on Velerans an Friday evening. A speciel concertis planned. The Mayor thanked the Thres
Counly Fair Board of Direclors for working with the local Veterans Agent to make this happen.

Resolutions

16.147 A Resolutien

Resolutions:

16.147 A Resolution Opposing Lifting the Cap on Commenviealtir Charter Schools - 1st Reading

Opnosing Lifting the
Gap en
Commonweaith
Charter Schools -

1st Reading

Councilor Bidwell commented that the Resolution speaks for itself. He notes that the system to fund charter
schools is badly flawed; he feels it needs a fundamental overhaul before adding more charter schoals to the
system. He is suggesting that the Northampton City Council join a lot of other City Counciis and School
Commitlees around the state in going on record urging a ‘no” vote on Question 2 when it comes up on the
November ballot. If passed, twelve new charter schools would be allowed to be added to the system per year.
Councilor Bidwell is ¢lear that ihe resolution is not about is any exoression of disapproval of families who elect to
go to charter schools. He respects parents who make the decision to send their cvm children to charter scheols
in the best interest of the child. He notes that in June of this year the City Council voled on a budget where $2.2
million of Northampton laxpayer money went oui to six charter schools In surrounding communities. This
regresents about 8% of Northampton's school budgel. The frony of this is thal charler schedl parents have
remarked that they chose charter schools for the arts, music and language programs that are available in the
charter schools. 1f the $2.2 million weren't leaving the Northamplon school system, the schoals could offer
instrumental music and foreign language instruction in the elementary schoals; late stari to the high school could
be funded because the transperiation costs could te paid for; athletic fees in schools could be eliminated; and
bwo more pre-scheols could be added.

Councilor LaBarge attended a forum on June 22 at JFK Middle Schoof. She found the ferum to be educational on
reasans why not to vote %o lift the cap on chart scheols. Saving schools is 2 grass rools coglition. Parents,
students and communily groups that suppert quality public schools for afl and oppose a baliet question that wouk
lift the czp on privately funded commenwealth scheols. She knews several residents who are wiling to hold signs
en election day to help educate the pubiic on hovw serious this vote is. She slales that lifting the cap will drain
billions of dollars from public schools. She notes that charter schools are not accountable to local communities.
Charter schocls are divisive and create a two tiered system described by MAACP as separate and unequel. They
under serve special needs children and children whose primary language is rot English. Just this year alone
charter schools will givert $400 million from public schools. This morey is needed in cur distict. Public Schools
need smatler class sizes. Charter schools afe being run by for-profit cerporations. Councilor LaBarge
encourages voters to vole "no” on November 87 on Question #2.

Counclior Murphy will not support the resolution. For him it s a question of equity. He notes that the *ene
percent’ can send thelr children anywhere they veant, even the more expensive places. Over 50% of ¢ity tax
dellars ga lo education. For psople wito go to private school, the city gels to keep the tax doflars to support local
education. In Massachusetfs there are about 40,000 who attend charter schools. Thatis slighlfy over 4% of the
population of children; it hardly seems that this will bankrupt the system. Also, there is a fist of about 32,000 on a
waiting list to get info charter schools. In total this represents 7% of the children in Massachusetfs who parsnts
have expressed an interest in sending them to charer schools. Councilor Murphy feels that this is hardly a
numger that is geing fo bankrupt the education system. He notes that between the children who opt out of
Northampton Schoels and the children vino school-choica into Northamplon, the diffesence is about 70 children.
He believes that this amounts to less than §1million geing out of Northamplon to suppart chaster schools. 1 you
are not a weatiby person, there is na schoal choice for your childrer.  This year the State Senate passed a bill
that aflowed for an increase in charter schools with a $1.4 billion increase for public schools. The Massachuseils
House of Representative refused to hear the issue. This is a question that is imporiant {o less than 10% of the
parents but there is nothing more important to a parent than the education of children. If your kids are in scheol
right now, now is the ime lo take action. Counciler Murphy does not see it as that threatening a thing. He
respects Councilor Bidwelt's position on the issue, but Councilar Murphy feels that the state is not going to fix the
funding mechanism if they don't need lo. Ifhe resolution passes, and the number of charter schools increasss,
they will fix the funding mechanism. If this dossn't pass, they will let a very inequitable funding mechanism
continue forever. Councilor Murphy proposed changing the foundation amounts of cutgeing versus incoming
doflars; he has no desire to lose money when a parent decides they want to opt inio a charter school. The stale
formula is the reason why towns suffer; Councilor Murphy feels that the tegistature should fix that. Councilor
Murphy encourages voters to look into the issue further, leam the facts, and understand that this should not be
threatening to the schools in Massachusetts. Rather, it should be a mechanism by which parents whe don't have
the means to select private schocl but want something else for their children. Many of the charter schools wers
largeted for areas where schoals are in faillure. Counciler Murphy was surprised to see this on the agenda vith
s little time o tatk about the issue and with so litde research up front about it. He cannot support the resciution
without more facts and understanding about the concems. In service-vendor communities, residents don't have a
choice about fire, police, water, etc. The school system is {hie only area in which parents will have a cho'ce about
where to send their kids. Councilor Muiphy encourages the Council to not just biindly vole a resolution to take
that away from parents who don't have the means but want te offer another choies to their children. He would
rather see ancthier approach to put pressure on the House of Representalives lo deal wilh the inequity.about the
distribution of funds for the children that leave and a more equitable approach to how schoals are funded. This
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may seem like a quick sofution, buiitis not the right soluion.

On rebuttal, Councilor Bidwell expiained that the resalution is not intended to suggest that charter schools should
go away or Lhat there is somathing wrong with providing greater educational ogportunities to parents. Itis about
the funding “mechanism hatis so inequitable. There would be much greater equity if the schools were funded
directly by the state as opposed to coming out of scheof budgsls. There are a number of states that fund them
direstly as a state appropriation. If cilizens and legistature think charter schools are so important, then that would
be a more appropriate funding mechenism. Counclior Bidwell doesn't think that this is a possibiity by continuing
to expand the number of charter schools and continuirg o see a drain on pubfic schools s this happens.
Councilor Bidwell acknowladges that this is not something that is bankrupling schools but when you remove 8%
of any budget, especially a school budget, itis the 8% that allows you to do wonderfully creative things that offer
choices. While the public schools are not being bankrupled, they ars being handicapped. Councilor Bidwell feels
that a signal shou!d be sent to say rather than let that situation continue, voters are urged to hil the “pause’
futten. He recognizes that it will not be simple to go back to the legislature to come up with & better solution,
nowever, he doesn't feel that this can happen by letting the system continue.

Coungilor Murphy noted that the Governor and state Senate came up with a compromise thal would atow the
expansion of charters with 31.4 billion to public schools; the House of Representatives refused to hear the bifl
The House vill not deal vilh this issue if Question #2 fails unless they are compelled to do so. That is the way il
is in Massachuselts.

Mayor Naikewicz indicated thal the Govemor did not suppori the Senate bill. The Senate BM called for massive
increases to Chapter 70. Councilor Murphy was happy to accept thal comection.

Councitor Murphy recognizes that this is a complex question. Given the amount of time that the City Council has
to deal wilh the issue, he feels that the matler vill not get the attention that it is due. if question 2 passes, the
House of Representatives will need to debate the issue with the Senals.

Councitor O'Qonnell appreciates hov Councilor Bidwell frames the issue by saying this is not about attacking
personal choices of families. He acknovdedges that every Councilor represents people who choose to send their
children to charter schoals. Itis not about impugning the original stated intention of having charter schoals.
There is & distinction batween the theory of the original intention of charter schools and today's reality. A certain
disproportion of the population that is served by charter schools verses that which public schocls serve. Special
needs children are one of the biggest examples. There are also disparities based on income that charter schools
do not address as advertised. Thatis a reality that gives Councilor O'Donnell addltional incentive to hit the pause
butlon. Knaving the facts is important, and he befieves that the facts surrounding the original mission of chader
schools is different than the facts are today. Councilor O'Oennell can't understand why the cap should be lifted
wilhout fixing soma of e problems, like the funding mechanism. He is not clear how having an unlimited number
of charter schools wilt help te fix the funding mechanism for charter schools. He also stated that conceplually,
concerning the issue of equity, doesn't every child deserve a better education; and is that the system that we
have today?

Councilor Camey noted that there is agreement that the funding mechanism is flawed. The concem is whether or
not to lift the cap. Councilor Carney is not sure that lifting the cap wili force the legisiature to deal vith the funding
mechanism. She does think it is time to take a time out and to p{event exacerhaling a sitvation that is pretiy bad.
She vall support the resolulion.

Councitor Dwight noted that creating communily pressure may cause the legislature to fix the funding mechanism,
and he doeso't feel that lifing the cap vall have the same resull. The resolution is resorting people to community
pressure and puls the legislature on notice that the problem does exist and has existed since charters were
established, Charters viere infended to create equity in education; however, the facls on the ground den't bear
out that equity. If that were the case, underserved communities, like Holyoke, would be feslooned with charter
schools. The issue conceming charder schools has to do with taxation without representation. Velers do not get
a say in how the $2 millien is spent. Lots of communities have a school committes because that level of
representalion has lo be reflected. That does not ccour in charter schools. Meney is sent out from communities
and itis the charter schools that get to dictate how those funds are spent. \When you talk out sodlal systems, like
emergency services, there is oversight and contact at every level. Councllor Dwight noted thet the funding
mechanism concerning school funding has been broken for a long time and the cenversations about the issues
are not new. There seems o be a common ground that advocaling for change is falfing on deaf ears. Itis
important to advocate for alf the students in the communily, fairy and justly with full representation. Oversized
classes, books from the 1970s, bussing concems; these are all subjects that Councilor Dwight supports
advocaling for.

Counciior Murphy noted that it would be painfully naive to beliave that if the ballol question fails, ths House of
Representatives is going to deal with this. They chosa not to deal wilh this when there was a reasanable bil sent
to them by the senate. If this faiis, Councilor Murphy beligves that this is going to go info the waste baskel and go
away. Councilor Murphy moved to posipone the vote until the next City Councit meeling; there was no second.

Mayor Narkewicz noled that there is always a lot of information submitted with the budget thai taiks fo thes issue of
charier schools. He agrees that the system is broken. Northampton is not an underperforming district and the
Mayor has sesn no innovation that has been passed on o public schools from the charler schoal system. The
$2.2 million deilar number queted eardier is @ very accurate number that Northampton keoses o charter schoois.
Councitor Murphy was referring to schoel choice; outgaing tuilion for & charter schoal student is 314,000 while
luilicn fer an incoming schoal choics student is $5,500. In 2014 the voters of Northamplon voted for a $2.5 million
override lo address budget shorlfalls. The way charter schoal Wition is caleulated, is not just foundation funding
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which is whal public scheols have to abide by, but is feundation glus a percenlage of the override. Sowegoto
the voters to raise taxes, and more of It is diverted to the tuition system. Mayor Narkewicz feels that if the state
wanls o run state schocls, the state should give the charter schocls chapter 70 authorization. Then there would
be a real debate aboul Chapler 70 funding. Two years ago a blue ribbon panel was convened to look at the
Chapter 70 formula and that commitiee estimaled that Chapter 70 was underfunded by about 32 bifion due to
undercounling the cost of special education 2nd health insurance.  Adding more charter schools s not a
solution,

Councitor Murphy noted that the Mayor, School Committee, and Finance Cirectors do an admiral job for
Norlhamplon Public Schools. He does not want whal he said lo be held against the Mayor or School
Administration. Councilor Murphy doesn't see the House of Representatives dealing with this reasonably.

Mayor Narkewicz indicated that the real issue is about revenue.  If the gevemor wanled to increase meoney he
could have edded that to his budget The Senale said that they would allow the cap but the cap cannct be lifted
until or unfess Chapler 70 is fully funded.

Councilor Bidwell doasr’t want o vote in a way lhat will game the House of Representatives inlo doing ihe rdght
thing. He would rather have the Ceuncil ook at what the merils are with not letfing the cap be lifted af this time.
So much of this is about equity; there is equily in theory and then there is equity on the ground. A study that that
was dong by the Superntendent of Schools and a public policy research group to find oul who are the parents
who pulled their children from the Northampton Schools and chose charter schools and why. There vas a very
high response rate. What the study showied was that every single family sending their child to a charter school
was a family that included a persoa with a cellege degree of higher. The conclusion is that charter schools are
not serving the way we had intended, that is to provide options for those families that are lacking in eptions. His
providing families with opticns thal already have abundant oplions. Some have characterized it as providing
private school education without having to pay private scheol fuition. That is hardly equity in the facis. The other
point on equity is that there is a high degree of seif selsclion in the process because if kids require bussing, then
they won't be going to a charter schoc!l. Yeu have to have the ability to arrange transportation on yeur ovn.

Councilor LaBarge moved to apgrove the resolution in first reading; Councilor Klein seconded the motion. The
metion was approved on a voice vote of 6 Yes, 0 No, 1 Abstention (Councilor hurphy), 1 Absent {Councilor
Sciarra), 1 Vacant

16.156 A Resolution | 16.156 A Resolution To accept a gift of crosswalk equipment from Northampton Montessori Schogl - ist
To accept a gift of | Reading
crosswalk

eauipment from
Narthampton
Montessori School -

1st Reading

Mayor revises
resolution to an
Order

Mayor Narkevicz indicated that this resolution sheuld have been framed as an order. it was lo be revievied as an
order, however, the City Council did not take up this ifem as planned. 1t wili be placed on the September 15, 2016
agenda for two readings. (Note: this item was reviawed and voled upon by the Commiltes on Finance only).

Presentations

Betsy Alden - Serin
Grove Cematory
pioject

Presentations:
Betsy Alden - Spring Grove Cametery project

Betsy Alden is 2 Ward 7 resident and gave a presentation about a volunleer project that she and olhers have
bean working on to acknowledge and pay homage to people who have been buried in the City cemetery at the
‘Poller's Fiekd". Ms. Alden lives near Spring Grove Cemelery and happened to be walking through the cemetery
ona night. During the walk she learmned from a cemetery worker that an area was designaled as a "Polters Fleld”
{a location where indigent people are buried).  Ms. Alden noted that the area is just a mowed section of land
without markings or other identifying means. Ms. Alden approached the Cemetery Girector, Bill Sullivan, and
asked if something could bs done.

Ms. Alden showead aerial pictures of the Cemetery and the location of Potter’s Fleid. Ms. Alden raised over $500
through private donations from Florence Bank and from residents of Easthampton, Belcherfown, Greenfield,
Waestfield, Northampton, Florence; with these donations she purchased plants lo creale a shade and wooaland
garden. Ms. Alden noted that without the approval and support of Mr. Sullivan, this project would not have
moved forward. Ms. Adden had a crew of Cemetery/DPW workers who helped to unload the fruck of plants that
were purchased from Wanczyk Nursery in Hedley; a crew of three friends helped Ms. Alden vilh planting the
garden.

Ks. Alden noted that Polter’s Field was created in the 1920's and there about 70 — 80 people buried there. A
large stone has been placed in the general vicinity of the burial site. There are future plans to add & plaque to the
stone to memorialize the burial site {she notes that enly two graves were marked with a marker, one of which
could not easily be read). She would also like to have a non-denominationat service to memeorialize the garden
and the area. Ms. Alden plans to conlinue to take care of the garden in the future. She notes that at the time
people are buried in Potier's Field there is no service at all. The DPW staff are the casket bearers and there Is no
one but the DPW warkers in aliendance.
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Councilor Dwight thanked Ms. Alden for her work. When asked, Ms. Alden explained that there is documentation
about the people who are buried in Potter's Field. The information is kept in the Cemetery Director's Cffics. The
last ime someone \vas buried there was six years ago.

Coundlor Klein thanked Ms. Alden for her inspinng work. The project she chose is from [ha heart and ’s an
example of a Northampton resident doing something completely voluntary. Ms. Alden saw a need and acted
upon il; she contacted the comect city staff lo make it happen. This project honors cifizens of Northampton and
beaufifies the cemelery. Councilor Klgin is graleful that she took on such an endeaver.

Coungilor O'Donnell thanked Ms. Alden for beaulifying something in the preseat whife giving life to something in
the past. Projects like Lhis are rare but valuable te the City.

Councilor Bidwell thanked s, Alden for her work and offered the obsarvation that if she did want to continua her
fundraising efforts, he has a feefing that it would be supported in the community.

Councilar LaBarge thanked Ms. Alden for her work. She knows the hard viork that it takes to do the viork that she
had done.

Councilor Kein also noted that Ms. Alden contacted her about beautifying the Center of Florence. Hercallis
unusual in that most callers want City Councilors ta do something for them; it is rare to hear from someone who
wants fo make a contribution to the community.

Councilor Dwight stated that ker initiative and devolion are very much appreciated.

Consent Agenda

Motion {o approve
Consent Agenda

Motion Carried

Consent Agenda

Councilor O'Donnstl moved to accept the consent aganda; Councilor LaBarge seconded the molion. The motien
vias approved on a voice vale of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 vacant

The following ftems were Included on the consent agenda, and were afnproved as noled above:

A, 18.136 Appointment of Jefi Jones, Northampton Housing Representative to the Community
Preservation Committee

B. 16.154 Referral of Apnointments to Committees as follows:

Consesvation Commission:
tisa Fusco, 130 Crass Path Road, Northamgton, term September 2016 - June 2019

Housing Partnership
Richard Abuza, 245 Chestnut St., Florence, term July 2016 - June 2H9 (Reappoiniment)
Alison Brauner, 19 Markel SL, Apl. 8, Northampton, term September 2016 - June 2019

Human Rights Commission:
Karen Bellavance-Grace; 19 Church St, Northampton, term September 2016 - June 2018
Davina Miler, 33 Summer St., Northamoton, term September 2016 - Jure 2019

Public Sitade Tree Commission:
Todd Ford, 78 Fern St., Florence, term July 2016 - June 2019 {Reappeintment)
Marilyn Castriotta, 79 West SL, Nerthampton, term July 2016 - June 2019 (Reappointment)

C. Minutes of August 18, 2018

Recass for
Cammitice on

Finance Meeling

At 8:36 p.m. the City Council recessed for the Committee on Finance meeting. The City Council
reconvened at $:00 p.m.

Financial Orders

Financial Crders

Motion to revise
order of business

Motion Carried

16.133 An Order to

Motion to revise City Councll Order of Business made by Councilor Dwight and seconded by Councilor LaBarga.
The motion was approved on a voics vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Vacant, 1 Absent (Councilor Selarra).

Authorize Purchase

16.139 An Order o Autherize Purchase of Four Lots for Affordable Housing on Glendale Road - 2nd
Reading :
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Planning & Sustainability Director Wayne Feiden indicated that the fand specified in the order is not cumently
conservation fand and is privately owned property. There is also a subdivision permit that s in effect and siill
valid. The pemit would allow the property owner to divide the property up to 24 units. If the City does nothing,
Ihe fang will fikely be daveloped as 24 units, The Cily has done ils ovin assessment lo determine how the land
could be developed; one idea would be to develop the land as originally planned (24 unils); another idea s to
divida up the Jand and piace two cul-de-sacs on either end of the property with six and seven units on each end.
This is wihat the market solution to the property would be. The City Council approved the purchase of the fand a
number of months ago. That authorily allows the City to find a developer for the four lots, have the developer
wirite the check directiy to the seller and have the City purchase the remaining property. If that scenario were
crafted, the Clty Council would not need to vote on this order. The reascn the City Councll is voling on this order
is becausa there is benefits to the tile of those four lots to come to the City. Habilat for Humanity is the [kely
developer for the lang for affordable housing for first tme home ovmership. There is a grant that Habitat for
Humanity would be eligible for that is scered cut of 100 paints. Of those 100 points, 10 points are granted if the
land is donated. SoIf the Mayor gives 320,000 to Habilat to buy lhe Jand and Habitat lhen vrites a check to
purchase the land, they would not be eligibie for the 10 paints. if the City bays the lots and donates the land lo
Habilat, then this would creale betler funding appostunity for the project. Before tenight there were a latof
questions about the property that could not be answered until the Cify was able lo perform due diligence,
inciuding pere testing, survaying, etc. When the project goes to the Planning Board next Thursday, it is not ta
approve the four homes, but rather to 2mend the original special permit from 24 homes down to four.

Councilor Dwight asked Director Feiden to explain the difference between “low income housing” and *affordable
housing". Director Felden noted that 'low income® focusss on peaple’s income, while afferdable housing refers lo
housing that is affordable for peaple. The market that Hakitat is looking for are people who are wiorking, They
wouldi'l be hemeless orwithout 2 job. The target that the City had in the RFP specified people who were earning
80% of median income or belovs, What that number actually is depends on the number of people In the family.
Councilor Dwight noted that when the project was first discussed, it was fo address a neighborhood need about a
large scale development project that was proposed by a private developer. This developer would have been
atiowied by right once they passed permilling. The neighborhood was very concerned about the scale of the
project. Whal was worked out was the best possible prospect, including the crealion of a buffer, and diminishing
the impact to the neighbors,

Director Feiden noted that three years ago when the permitiing was done, there were a dozen or 50 peopie who
came before the Planaing Beard and raised concerns. The Planning Beard had to approve the project because it
met the criterion that has been established. .

Coundior LaBarge stated that as a City Councilar in Ward 6, she believes that sveryone worked together to fight
the twenly-four home scenario. She did not approve of the projecl and was very vosal about her concems.
There were meetings just like e one that is planned for tomorrow night. She does not have to have the
meelings, but she is doing it so that the ovmer can hear about what a project is afl aboul. She felt the seplic
system was unacceplable. There were also people on Westhampton Road who were nol going fo support the
project. When she received a calt from a resident who is an abuiter, she met with Director Feiden and the
abutter; they watked the propery together. As far as four houses, Councilor LaBarge feels it is acceplable.
Tonight she hears from a resident who just moved inte the neighborhood, that she had not besn nofified about the
pans. Directos Feiden explained that notices should have gone out for the public hearing and an orange sign
went up as well. People are much more ikely to notice a sign than a legal ad in the Gazelte. Abulters are also
notified by mail, but state law requires that the nofice be sent fo abulters as of January 15 .

Councilor O'Donnell moved ta approve the order in second reading; Counciior Bidweli seconded the mefion. The
motion was approved on a roll call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

The folloving grder passed second reading:

18,139 Confinued

Upon the recemmendation of Mayor Davig J, Narkewicz and Planning & Sustainability

16.139
An Order
To Authorize Four Lots for Affordable Housing on
Glendale Road

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, On May 19, 2018, City Council approved purchase of 55+ acres localed betwesen Glendale
and Westhamplon Roads, the appioved 24 fot Kensington Estates subdivisien, for open
space and a limited housing development;

WHEREAS, The City has proceeded with its due diligence and designed a limited development scenario
that preserves the quality open space and provides much needed affordable housing, taking
advantage of exisling uiiliies, the best soils, ard the lowest development and permitiing
costs;

WHEREAS, The limited development scenario includes:
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1. 53.13+ acres as an addition to the Mineral Hils Conservation Area

2. Four building lots on 2.2+ acres (instead of the developer's plannsd 24 lofs)

3. The four lols being dedicated for first-ims home buyer affordable housing

4. Two driveways {instead of the developer's planned one-third mile road)

5. 0.09% acres surplus lo olher city needs to be donated to the abutler who is most effecled
by the project

6. Community Development Block Grant will fund the purchase of the building lots to create
permanent affordabitity.

WHEREAS, The previcus approval remains in effect, which authorizes the ity lo purchase the
conservalion land, and no further conservalion approval is required.

Ordered, that
The Mayor is authonized {o accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced 2.29% acres;

Further, that City Council declares such land surplus to Clly needs;
Further, that the Mayor is authorized to transfer deeds to:

f. The abulter for the surplus land (Parcel A, 0.09+ acres)
2. An affordable housing developer for the four building lots (Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, 2.2 acres)

217,
i

18139 Eprolled | Ryjes suspended. passed twio readings and enralled,

16.149 An Order to
authorize payment

for a previous year
bill for the DPW - 1st

Reading

16.149 An Ouder to authorize payment for a previous year bilt for the DPW - 1st Reading
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16.148 Continued

Moticn to approve
16.14% in 1< Reading

Hotion Carsied

16.150 An Order to
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Councilor Murphy moved lo approve the order in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded the motion. The
molicn was approved on a roff call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, § Absent (Counctlor Sciarra), 1 Yacant.

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second reading.

16.150 An Order to appropriate $17,045 for skair repair at the Academy of Music - 13t Reading

appropriate $17,045
for stair repair at the
Academy of Music -

st Reading

Maotion o aporove
16.150 in 1%t Reading

Motion Carried

16.151 An Order to

Ceungitor Murphy maoved to approve the order in first reading; Coundiior O'Cennell seconded the moticn. The
motion vas approved on a roll call vole of 7 Yes, 0 Mo, 1 Absent {Councitor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second reading.

16.151 An Order to appropriate §41,137 for replacement of 1986 six-wheel sander for DPW - 1st Reading

appropriate $41,137

for replacement of
1986 six-wheel

sander for DPW - 1st
Reading

lotion to approve
16,151 in 1=t Readin

Motion Carsied

Counciior LaBarge moved to approve the order in first reading; Councilor O'Donnell seconded the motion. The
mofion vias approved on aroll call vote of 7 Yes, 0 Ne, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacaat,

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second reading.

16.152 An Order to
rescind horrowing
authority for varieus
profects - 1st
Reading

}lotion to approve
16.152 in 1=t Reading

Motlon Carried

18.153 An Order to
Rescind Borrowing
Authority for varlous
proiects - 1st
Reading

Motion to approve
16.153 in 1<t Reading

Motion Carried

16.155 An Quder to
appropriate $60,000
fo demolish or make

safe a fire damaged
structure at 49

Round Hilt Road -
Reguest 2 Readings

Mation te approve
16.155 in 1% Reading

Mation Cairied

Motlon 1o susiend
Clty Council Rules
to alfow for 2+4

Reading

16,152 An Order to rescind botrowing authority for various projects - 1st Reading

Counciter LaBarge moved lo approve the order in first reading; Councilor O'Donnedl seconded the motion. The
motion was approved on a roll cali vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1'Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second reading,

16.153 An Order to Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects - 1st Reading

Councitor O'Donnell moved to approve the order in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion, The
molion vias approved on a roll call veie of 7 Yes, 0 Mo, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second reading.

16,155 An Qrder to appropriate $60,000 to demolish or make safe a fire damaged structure at 49 Round
Hill Road - Request 2 Readings

Councilor Klein moved to approve the order in first reading; Counciior LeBarge seconded the motion. The mation
was approved on a roll call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Councllor Sdiarra), 1 Vacanl.

Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend ceuncil rules to aliow for a second reading; Councilos Murphy seconded the
mofion. The motion was appsoved on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Counciler Sciarra), 1 Vacant.
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16.155 Continued
Metion Carried
Motion to approve
16.155 in 274
Reading

Motion Carcied
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Councilor Murphy moved to approve the ocder in second reading; Councilor O'Donnell seconded the mation. The
moton was approved on a roll calt vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Councifor Sciarra), 1 Vacant

The fotlowing order passed second reading:

16.155 Enrolled

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor

16,155
AN ORDER
Tec appropriate $60,000 to demotish or make safe a fire damaged structure at 49 Round Hill Road

Ordered, that:

the sum of 3 360,000 be and hereby is appropriated to the Emergency Demoliton Account {19303-586124-14)
from the Stabdlizalion Fund to demolish of make safe a fire damaged structure localed at 4% Round Hill Road in
accordance with the Massachusetts State Building Code, 780 CMR chapter 1, section 116.4 and pursuant to the
racovery provisions of M.G.L. Chapler 139, §3A and in accordance with Chapler 2 of the State Sanilary Cods 105
CMR 410.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enroiled.

16.140 An Order to

16.140 An Order to authorize the purchase of 17.90 acres to add to the Saw il Hills Censervation area

authorize the

purchase of 17.80
acres {o add to the
Saw Mill Hilts
Conservation area
east of Sylvester
Road - 2nd Reading

Hotion to approve
16.140 ip 2~
Reading

Motion Carried

east of Sylvester Road - 2nd Reading

Councilor Bidwell moved to approve the order in second reading; Coundilor O'Dennell secoaded the molion. The
motion was appreved on a soll call vole of 7 Yes, ( No, 1 Absent {Counciler Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

The following order passed second reading:
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Markewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the Gonservation
Commlssien

16.140
An Crder
To Authorize the Purchase of 17.9 Acres to add to Savs Mill Hill Conseivation Area
East of Sylvester Road

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreaiion Plan: 2011-2018 recommends presesving cpen spacs in the Saw
Mill Hills to fill in wildlife and walking trail gaps in the preserved conservation area;

WHEREAS, The owners, for over two centuries, of 17.9: acres located on Roberts Hill in the Saw M Hills
Conservation Area, south of Cheslerfield Road and east of Sylvester Road have agreed to sell their property for
$26,850;

WHEREAS, While the land is landlocked and has no development vaius, it fills a critical gap within the Saw Mil
Hills Conservation Area;

WHEREAS, The cily has already raised all of the purchase price from community contribulions and no news city
appropriation or CPA funds are required,

Orderad, that

Thie Conservation Commissicn is authotized to purchase or othervise acquire for canservation and passive
recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fes, easement or conservation restriction as
defined in MGL Chepler 184, §31 o any cther inlerest n the above land and any immediately adjeining land; that
the City Council hereby accepts such conservation restrictions; that the Conservation Commisston Is authorized
to grant conservation restricions on any land so acquired;
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46.140 Continued

16.140 Enrolled
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Rules suspended, passed twio readings and enrolled.

f

16.141 An Order to

16.141 Ap Qrder to authorize the purchase of 20 acres to add to the Broad Brook Greanway west of Nerth

authorize the

Farms Road - 2nd Reading

purchase of 20 acres
1o add to the Broad

Brook Greenway
west of North Farms

Road - 2nd Reading
Motion to approve
16.141 in 24
Reading

Motion Carried

Councilor O'Connell moved to approve the order in second reading; Counciler Klein seconded the motion. The
molion was approved on a rofl call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant

The following order passed second reading:
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainahitily, and the Conservation
Gommission

16.441
An Order
To Authorize the Purchase of 20 Acres to add to the Broad Brook Gresnway
West of North Farms Road

Crdered, that

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open space in
the Broad Brook Greenway fo fill in wildife and walking traill gaps n the preserved
conservalion area;

WHEREAS, The owmer of 20+ acres located adjacent lo the Beaver Brook/Broad Brook Greenway, west

of North Farms Road, has agreed to sell their property for $20,000;

WHEREAS, This purchase will provide the first walking fink from North Farms Road to the Beaver Brook/Broad

215




16.141 Continued

16.141 Enrollad
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Breok Greenway, creating an exciting link;

WHEREAS, Funding will come from Community Preservation Act and from community contributions;

Ordered, that

The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or othenvise acquire for conservation and passive
recrealion purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easemenl or conservalion reslriction as
defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other Interest in the above tand and any immediately zdjoining land; that
the City Coungil hereby accepts such conservation reslrictons; that the Conservation Commissien is authorized
to grant conservation restrictions on any land s0 acquired,

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

16.143 Ap Order to
authorize the
purchase of 9 lots
for limited
development off
Buris Pit Road and
Qverlook Drive - 2nd
Reading

Motion fo approve
16,143 in 29 Reading
16.143 Continued

16.143 An Order to authorize the purchase of 9 lots for limited development off Burts Pit Road and
Qverlook Drive - 2nd Reading

Councilor LaBarge maved lo approve the order in secoad reading; Councilor O'Oonnell secended the motion.
The motion was approved on a roll call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarraj, 1 Yacant
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The following order passed second reading:

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Markewicz and Planning & Sustainability

16.143
An Crder
Authorizing the purchase of 9 Lots for limited development off
Butts Pit Road and Qverlook Diive

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, Cn May 19, 2018, Cily Council approved purchase of 110+ acres located betwesn Burls Pit
Road, Stene Ridge Road, Overlook Drive, and Flocence Road, for open space and & fimited
housing development;

WHEREAS, The City has proceeded with its due diligence and designed a limited development scenario
that preserves the quality open space and provides much needed housing, taking advantage
of exisling ulilifes, the best soils, the most environmentally sensilive design, and the lowast
development and permitting costs;

WHEREAS, The City's goal in this limited development scenario Is the creation of at least twe lots dedicated for
first-time buyer affordable housing;

WHEREAS, The limited development scenario includes:
1. 110+ acres as an addition to Brockwood Marsh Consssvation Area
2. Up lo nine building lots on 2.67+ acres {as shown on the alteched preliminary plan) as
follows:
A Overlook Diive Lot 1, only if there is not funding to keep as apen spacs and
B. Burts Pit Road Lots 3 through 10, with-ere-ertwe a number of lols dedicaled for first-
time home buyer affordable housing if COBG and other funding is available
3. Driveways (instead of the developer's planned roads)

WHEREAS, The previcus approval remalns in effect, which authorizes the dify to purchase the
conservation fand, and no further conservation approval is required.

Ordered, that

The Mayor is authordzed to accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced 2.67+ acres,
Further, that City Council declares such iand surplus to Gily needs;

Further, that the Mayor is authorized to transfer deeds for the building lols.
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16,143 Earollzd | Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

16.144 Order to | 46.144 Qrder to authorize payment for prior year bills - 2nd Reading
authorize payment
for prior year bills -

2nd Reading

Motion to approve | Councilor Kiein moved to approve the order in second reading; Councilor LaBargs secondad the malion. The

1604400 2 | rotion was approved on a rofl call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciaa), 1 Vacent
Reading

Hotion Carried | The following order passed sscand reading:
Upan reconimendation of the Mayer

16144
An Order
To Authorize Payment of Prior Year Blils

BE IT CRDERED

that the Council autherize payment of prior fiscal year bills (FY2016) related to the DPW:

Comgast - $1£4.83 Water Enterprise Fund
Comcast - $260.66 Water Enterprise Fund
OESCO - §898.11 General Highways
Jankowski and Spencer, PC - $1,117.50 Legal Services
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16.144 Continued

16,144 Envsolled

16.145 An Order to
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Jankowski and Spencer, PC-  $777.00 Legal Services
Jankowski and Spencer, PC - $1,237.50 Legal Services
Jankowski and Spencer, PS - $1,229 Legal Services

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enfolled.

16.145 An Order to accept a gift of a van frem PYTA for the IT Bepariment - 2nd Reading

accept a gift-of a van

from PYTA forthe IT

Department - 2nd
Reading

Hotion to approve
16.145 In 2+ readin

Motion CGarried

Cauncilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading; Councilor Klein seconded the mation. The
molion was approved on a roll call vate of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciama), 1 Vacant.

The following order passed second reading;

16.145 Enralled

Upon revommendation of the Mavur

16145
An Order
To Autherite acteptaace a 2ift of 3
2010 Ford Translt Copnzct van far the IT Deoarimant

Ordered, that

The City of Nonhampion gratefuliy accepts the donation of & 2010 Ford Transit Connect van
frarn the Pinneer Valley Transit Authority (PYTA) b accordange with PAsssachusells Genesal

Lyw Chapter 44, S=ction 53A te ta ured by the Infarmalion Technclagy T} Department.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

Orders

16,146 Accent a
deed or a taking for
Pleasant Straet from

Holyoke Street to
Hogkanum Road -

2nd Reading
totion to approve

16.146 in 2~
Reading

Motion Carried

Orders

16.146 Accepl a dead or a taking for Pleasant Street from Holyoke Street to Hockanum Road - 2nd
Reading

Councitor O'Donnell moved fo approve the order in second reading; Councilor Klein secended the motion. The
malion was approved on a foll calf vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councitor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

The following order passed second reading:

Upen the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz

16.146
) An Order
To Accept A Deed for a nortion of Pleasant Street

WHEREAS, On July 14, 2016, City Coundil approved a petition accepting Pleasant Street from Holyoke
Street fo Hockanum Read (cumently a MassDOT layout);
WHEREAS, MassDOT has provided the City vith the final survey for this work and City Council final

approvel to accept a deed or taking for this preperty is required,

Ortlared, that

The Mayer is authorized to accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced Plaasant Street layoud, substanially
as shown on the attached survey. -

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled,




16.146 Continued
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16.148 Enrotled Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.
Crdinances Ordinances
None

Updatas fram
Council President
and Commiittee
Chairs

Updates from Council President and Committee Chairs

Councilor Dvight took a moment te respond to concerns that were raised about the velling of a Human Rights -
Commission member. He noled that there was a call for degper and more intenss vetting of the candidate;
hawever, he feels that this measure is unnacessary. The volunieers are asked to commit to communily sendcs in
a not-for-pay capacily, They have no judicial authodty and no autherity seyond making recommendations. In so
far as they serve and do it wel! this is the measure by which they sheuld be judged. If somecne volunteers and-
submits their application and their credenttals are found to be acceplable, then that is an 2cceptable and
appropriale process. There is the sk of discouraging applicants from submitting their resumes for consideration-if
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their every word and document is scoured for potential exclusion from the process, then Councifor Dwight fesls
that this would be bad. This level of scrutiny would diminish the desire to work in a volunteer capadily; whe
among ‘us’ does nol spaak inappropriately from time o fime, Councilor Dwight apelegized for the inappropriate
comment he made in & recent newspaper article about the issue; he feels his words were peodly chosen. .

Infermation
Requests {Gharter
Provision 2-7}
and Information
Study Requests

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Information Study Requests

None

New Business

Meiwr Business: Mong

At 3:30 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Murphy and seconded by Councilor Klgin, The
vole to adjourn passed on a voics vole 0f 7 Yes, O No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciara), 1 Vecant.

Altest: W . / ministrative Assistant to the City Council
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